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HVO - Celebrating a Call to Serve
On April 28th, more than 100 people gathered at the George Washington 

University Milken Institute School of Public Health for a one day symposium 
to commemorate Health Volunteers Overseas’ 30th anniversary. Drawn from 
a wide spectrum of HVO stakeholders, this meeting marked the first time that 
HVO had pulled together such a large and diverse group -- members, volunteers, 
partners and donors – to look at the organization’s history, accomplishments, 
lessons learned, and future opportunities. Dr. Peter Curran, HVO Board member, 
opened the symposium with a special welcome to the 2017 honorees of the 
Golden Apple Award and acknowledged previous honorees in attendance for 
their commitment to HVO’s educational 
mission. 

In the 30 years since HVO began 
its work, there have been remarkable 
changes in the global landscape. As 
Board member Dr. James Tielsch noted 
in the opening keynote address, there 
have been significant advances in global 
health, including an increase in life 
expectancy from 40 – 60 years, a 50% 
reduction in under-five mortality, a 50% reduction in maternal mortality, and 
over 90% of the world’s population with access to clean water.

Despite this remarkable progress, many challenges remain, new threats to 
global health are emerging, and health disparities within countries persist. 
Indeed, the World Health Organization estimates that half the world is still 
without access to adequate health care. Dr. Tielsch remarked, for example, 
that access to sanitation remains limited and the myriad health threats related 
to climate change have increased. While access to retroviral medications has 
improved and HIV/AIDS related illnesses and deaths have decreased, there 
is growing concern about global antimicrobial resistance which could lead to 
a resurgence of communicable diseases. Increased life expectancy has also 
contributed to a rise in the burden of non-communicable diseases, which have 
not yet been adequately addressed by the global health community. 

Dr. Tielsch also remarked on the role that technology has played in 
global health and development, particularly with regard to our ability to 
communicate rapidly and easily across the globe. The Internet has made 
information far more accessible and at a much lower price point for many. 

continued on page 8

Dr. Peter Curran delivers opening remarks

https://hvousa.org/
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News & Events
LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Dear Friends,

In April, HVO held its first-ever symposium to celebrate and reflect 
on thirty years of volunteer service.  It was a great opportunity 
to share stories, lessons learned, and memorable moments.  What 
was most telling, however, were the stories of the “seeds” that 
had been planted – at program sites where colleagues’ interest 
was sparked, in program divisions where successful ideas were 
cross-planted, in students (both in the US and abroad) whose 
career plans were altered towards global health, and in volunteers 
whose lives and attitudes have been shaped by their experience.  

This is the impact that is  not immediately visible after a single 
trip, but that is compounded over years of commitment and 
service.  

At HVO, we are very excited about the commitment we see 
among our program site colleagues and among our membership 
of strong, dedicated volunteers. Great strides have been made in 
improving global health but there is still much work to be done. 
With your continued support and commitment,  together, we can 
have an even greater impact in the next thirty years of service!

Sincerely,

Nancy
Nancy A. Kelly, MHS
Executive Director

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest 
you reap but by the seeds you plant.”

-Robert Louis Stevenson

Matching Gift programs can double your donation!
Did you know many employers have a matching gift program? 
Check with your company to find out if they have a matching 
gift program. Often, all you need to do is fill out a form (which 
you can usually get from the Human Resources department 
or workplace online portal). You just submit the form to the 
appropriate personnel at your workplace, and your employer 
and HVO will take care of the rest!
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Active Project Sites
CURRENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Photo courtesy of David Carver

Please Note: New projects are added regularly and volunteer assignments are made on a rolling 
basis. For the most up-to-date information on volunteer sites and scheduling, contact the HVO Program 
Department: info@hvousa.org or (202) 296-0928. Visit the website www.hvousa.org.

Anesthesia
Bhutan ...........................  4  weeks 
Cambodia ................. 2 - 4 weeks
Ghana ........................... 4 weeks
Laos ......................... 2 - 4 weeks
Malawi ..................... 2 - 4 weeks
Rwanda .................... 2 - 4 weeks
Vietnam .................... 2 - 4 weeks

Dermatology
Cambodia ................. 2 - 3 weeks
Costa Rica ................ 1 - 3 weeks
Nepal ........................ 1 - 4 weeks
Uganda ..................... 3 - 4 weeks
Vietnam .................... 2 - 4 weeks

Hand Surgery
Honduras ........................ 1 week

Hand Surgery/Hand Therapy
Ghana ...................... 2  - 4 weeks
Nicaragua ....................... 1 week

Hematology
Cambodia ................. 2 - 4 weeks
Peru .......................... 2 - 4 weeks
Tanzania ...................1 - 4 weeks
Uganda ..................... 2 - 4 weeks

Internal Medicine
Bhutan .......................... 4 weeks
Cambodia ................. 2 - 4 weeks
Costa Rica .................... 2 weeks

Internal Medicine
Guyana .................... 2 - 4 weeks
India ........................ 2 - 4 weeks
Nepal ....................... 3 - 4 weeks
Uganda ......................... 4 weeks

Nursing Education
Cambodia ................  2 - 4 weeks
Laos .............................. 4 weeks
Tanzania ................... 3 - 4 weeks
Uganda ..................... 2 - 4 weeks
Vietnam .................... 2 - 4 weeks

Obstetrics-Gynecology
Haiti ......................... 2 - 4 weeks
Uganda .......................... 1 week
Vietnam ................... 2 - 3 weeks

Oncology
Bhutan .......................... 4 weeks
Honduras .................. 1 - 2 weeks
Nepal (gyn-onc) ....... 1 - 2 weeks
Nepal (med-onc) ...... 2 - 3 weeks
Vietnam ........................ 2 weeks

Oral Health
Cambodia ..................... 2 weeks
Haiti ..............................  1 week
Laos ......................... 1 - 2 weeks
Nepal ............................ 2 weeks
Nicaragua ................. 1 - 2 weeks
Peru .......................... 1 - 2 weeks
Tanzania ....................... 2 weeks

Orthopaedics
Bhutan .......................... 4 weeks
Bolivia .......................... 2 weeks
China ........................ 2 - 4 weeks
Costa Rica ...................... 1 week
Ghana ....................... 2 - 4 weeks
Malawi ..................... 2 - 4 weeks
Myanmar .................. 3 - 4 weeks
Nicaragua ................. 1 - 2 weeks
Philippines ..............  2 - 4 weeks
St. Lucia ................... 1 - 4 weeks
Tanzania ................... 2 - 4 weeks
Uganda ..................... 2 - 4 weeks

Pediatrics
Bhutan .......................... 4 weeks
Cambodia .....................  4  weeks 
Indonesia ...................... 6 weeks
Laos ..............................  4  weeks 
Nicaragua ................. 2 - 4 weeks
St. Lucia ................... 2 - 4 weeks
Uganda ......................... 4 weeks

Physical Therapy
Bhutan ......................... 4 months
India ......................... 2 - 4 weeks
Malawi ..................... 4 - 6 weeks
St. Lucia ................... 1 - 4 weeks
Vietnam .................... 2 - 4 weeks

Special Projects
Bhutan
Emergency Medicine .... 4 weeks
Mental Health .............. 3 months
Residency Training ...... 3 months 
(Anesthesia, General Medicine, General 
Surgery,  Ophthalmology, & Pediatrics)

Uganda
Pharmacy ................. 3 - 4 weeks

Wound Management
Cambodia ................. 1 - 2 weeks
Haiti .............................. 2 weeks
India ......................... 2 - 4 weeks

mailto:info@hvousa.org
https://hvousa.org/ourwork/programs/
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News & Events
HVO MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

The Loss of Humanitarian 
Ronald L. Katz, MD

“Mentor, humanitarian, innovator, kind 
friend…” So many words describe Dr. Ron 
Katz, but the word that appears most often in 
condolence messages and the role in which 
he seemed to take the most pride was that of 
teacher.  After serving his residency at Columbia 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York, he rose to 
the role of Professor.  At the age of 42, he was 
tapped by UCLA to become the youngest major 
Anesthesia Department Chair in the country.  He 
served there in that role for 19 years and was well 
known to and well respected by his students.  He 
established a nurse anesthesia program and a 
pain management clinic, both of which are still 
among the country’s best.  He continued to work 
with residents until the last year of his life, in his 
commitment to the future.

His interest in and commitment to safe 
anesthesia practices and professional ethics 
infused his teaching and he shared his skills and 
knowledge widely, both in the US and abroad.  
He established the SEA-Katz Fellowship through 
the Society for Education in Anesthesia. Dr. 
Katz joined HVO in 1998 and, in conjunction 
with Dr. Lena Dohlman, worked to establish the 
SEA-HVO Traveling Fellowship which has now 
provided volunteer opportunities for more than 
one hundred senior residents to serve in resource-
scarce countries.  

Dr. Katz leaves a lasting legacy of well-trained, 
dedicated anesthesiologists.  He will be well-
remembered for his compassion, his love of 
education, his smile that filled his face, and of 
course, the ever-present twinkle in his eye! 

AAP Awards Honor Cynthia 
Howard, MD, MPH, FAAP & 
Donna Staton, MD, MPH, FAAP

Two HVO members were honored at the recent 
annual meeting of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Cynthia Howard, MD, MPH, FAAP 
was presented with the AAP Education Award 
and Donna Staton, MD, MPH, FAAP received the 
Hillman-Olness Award for Lifetime Service and 
Lasting Contributions to Global Child Health.

Dr. Howard is associate professor of pediatrics 
and director of the Division of Global Pediatrics 
at the University of Minnesota Medical School, 
as well as co-director of the Global Medical 
Education and Research Program.  The AAP 
Education Award “recognizes a member whose 
career reflects educational contributions that have 
had broad and positive impact on health and well-
being of infants, children, adolescents, and young 
adults.”   Dr. Howard is a long-time member of 
HVO, who has committed herself to improving 
pediatric care through her service on the Pediatrics 
Steering Committee, as a project director, and 
through twelve volunteer assignments in Uganda.

Dr. Staton is 
program director of 
the AAP International 
Community Access to 
Child Health (CATCH) 
grant program, and a 
member of the section 
on Senior Members.  
She joined HVO in 
1995 and has been a 
very active member 
of HVO’s Pediatric Steering Committee and a 
frequent speaker.

Congratulations to both of these dedicated 
pediatricians who have made such a commitment 
to improve global child health!

Photo courtesy of Donna Staton
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News & Events
HVO MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Barry Gainor, MD Honored by 
ASSH

At the recent meeting of the American Society 
for Surgery of the Hand, Barry J. Gainor, MD, 
was honored with the inaugural Paul W. Brand 
Award for his humanitarian service.  The award is 
named for Dr. Paul Brand (1914-2003), a revered 
author, educator, and master hand surgeon who 
devoted his life to the care of patients with 
Hansen’s Disease (leprosy).

Dr. Gainor is a founding member of HVO and 
has volunteered his services on many occasions 
in St. Lucia and Peru.  He served on the HVO 
Board for ten years, six of which he was Chair 
and Chair Emeritus.  He has also served as Chair 
of the Orthopaedics Overseas Board of Directors. 
In that capacity, he was very pleased to present 
Dr. Brand with OO’s Humanitarian Award in 
1996, so it was a unique honor to receive the 
inaugural ASSH award.

Suzanne Brown, CRNA, 
Honored by Friends Without A 
Border

This past April, 
Suzanne Brown was 
honored with the Best 
Friend of Friends 
Award, which honors 
an individual who 
has demonstrated 
years of dedication 
and commitment in 
support of Friends Without A Border.  FWAB 
is the organization that founded the Angkor 
Hospital for Children in Cambodia, and the 
Lao Friends Hospital for Children in Laos.  Ms. 
Brown, through HVO, spent many years involved 
in the anesthesiology training in Cambodia.  The 
staff there was so well trained that they are now 
training the staff at the new hospital in Laos.  

A long-time member of HVO, and a recipient of 
the Golden Apple Award, Ms. Brown has shared 
her knowledge and skills in nurse anesthesia 
training in Cambodia, Laos, Belize, and Bhutan.

Richard A. Henker, PhD, RN, 
CRNA, FAAN Honored

Dr. Richard A. Henker was honored in April 
with the Sheth Distinguished Faculty Award 
for International Achievement. The award was 
presented by the University of Pittsburgh’s 
University Center for International Studies. Dr. 
Henker is a professor of Nurse Anesthesia at 
the university’s School of Nursing.   A member 
of HVO since 2004, he was instrumental in 
developing the HVO nurse anesthetist training 
projects in Cambodia, Laos, and Bhutan.  He 
served for nine years on the HVO Steering 
Committee for Nurse Anesthesia, served as 
Project Director for Bhutan, and has been a 
member of HVO’s Board of Directors.  In 2009, 
he was honored with HVO’s Golden Apple 
Award. Dr. Gainor receives Paul W. Brand award in 2017

Photo courtesy of Suzanne Brown

Dr. Brand receives award from Dr. Gainor in 1996

continued on page 6
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News & Events
HVO MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

AANA  Honors Garalynn 
Tomas, MEd, CRNA 

Garalynn Tomas, MEd, CRNA was 
honored with the 2017 Advocate of the Year 
Award at the American Association of Nurse 
Anesthetist congress in September.  The 
award is “presented to an AANA Foundation 
Advocate for outstanding commitment to the 
nurse anesthesia profession through individual 
support to the AANA Foundation and also 
encouragement of others to do the same.”  Ms. 
Tomas has served as a State Advocate for Ohio 
for five years, and serves on the Foundation’s 
RISE Above Steering Committee.  She is 
an independent contractor in critical access 
hospitals and a large community health system, 
and is also a legal nurse consultant.  

Ms. Tomas has served as an HVO volunteer 
in Ethiopia.

HVO Members Inducted to 
American Academy of Nursing 

The American Academy of Nursing has just 
designated several nurses as Fellows of the 
Academy (FAAN), based on their leadership and 
accomplishments.  Michele Upvall, PhD, RN, 
CNE and Elizabeth Downes, DNP, MPH, MSN, 
RN-C, FNP, were inducted this year and Lisa 
Kennedy-Sheldon, PhD, APRN, AOCNP, was 
inducted last year.  All three have served on the 
HVO Nursing Education Steering Committee, 
where HVO has benefited from their leadership 
skills.

Book Release 
HVO member Ronnie Leavitt, PT, PhD, MPH, 

had a new book published earlier this year, which 
is applicable to the volunteer experience.   Cultural 
Competence: A Lifelong Journey to Cultural 
Proficiency provides some good background on 
navigating cultural differences, particularly in 
rehabilitation. If you are planning a volunteer 
assignment, or if you want some perspective on 
what it is like to work cross-culturally, this will 
be a good resource. The book is available on 
Amazon, where you can also dedicate a portion 
of the proceeds to HVO through Amazon Smile.

BECOME AN AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE
A recurring gift will amplify your impact, saving HVO both time and 
money. More of your tax-deductible dues and donations can be 
directed to what you really care about – projects that transform 
lives through education. Please see the recurring gift section on the 
membership application or donor envelope to join!

Together, we 
can build HVO’s future, 

ensuring that millions more 
people around the world can access 

skilled, safe and compassionate health 
care when they need it most. 

HVO’s Grow 30 More Fund was created 
in honor of HVO’s 30th anniversary.  We 

invite you to support our Grow 30 More Fund 
to honor the past and future work of our 

volunteers, leaders and overseas partners, 
and to enable HVO to continue and 
expand our work in 

the decades to 
come.  

https://hvousa.org/ourwork/hvo-30th-anniversary/hvo-grow-30-fund/
https://hvousa.org/ourwork/hvo-30th-anniversary/hvo-grow-30-fund/
https://hvousa.org/ways-to-give/make-a-recurring-gift/
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Reflections from the Field
VOLUNTEERS REPORT ON THEIR ASSIGNMENTS

 
Linda Wolff, PT, Project Director for Physical Therapy/ Bhutan
Two HVO therapists this year worked with the physio staff in the ICU and have taught the staff 
how to provide early mobilization of patients in the ICU. This is making a huge difference. I just 
saw a picture of a patient in the ICU on a ventilator, with an NG feeding tube, and standing on a tilt 
table! The staff are feeling empowered that they have the knowledge and skills to monitor vitals and 
provide mobilization for these critically ill patients, which speeds in their recovery.

Greg Czarnecki, DDS ∙ Oral Health ∙ Tanzania 
I was waiting to talk to the site coordinator after clinic hours when a student I mentored during my 
last visit, who had since graduated, arrived by chance and we began to talk. He told me that because 
of my recommendation he has now changed his technique in root canal therapy, and is very pleased 
with the results. One wonders some time just what effects you are having and if these will even last.

Experiences like this are very comforting and motivating. I found out later from the coordinator 
that the student I mentioned was very appreciative that I took the time, after hours while we were 
waiting, to explain the new technology I brought this year. It is understandable that I can’t wait to 
get back!

Dr. Grace Mulyowa, On-site coordinator ∙ Dermatology ∙ Uganda
The junior lecturers are now capable of handling more students confidently and produce the required 
examination results in time. The impact is noted among the staff members who perform better after 
learning new skills.in

Erica Pisciotto, OTR/L ∙ Physical Therapy ∙ Bhutan
There were so many moments and patients that just made it all a reality for me. One day, my co-
workers and I were sitting down discussing protocols and treatment for the patients. I asked if what I 
was doing was helpful and they both said yes! Other volunteers 
have come in with fancy doctors and equipment and then left 
and they did not know what to do with it. They said I had 
come in, observed, and then provided practical information 
that they can use for years to come. It was really heartfelt 
and true for them. We worked well together as a team and 
really had opportunities to have one-on-one treatment with 
the patients and I could provide education for the therapist to 
treat the injuries more effectively.

Michael Snedden, MD ∙ Orthopaedics ∙ Costa Rica
I felt I was able to improve techniques they were already using 
or were familiar with by my teaching and observation in the 
OR.

Anali Vera, RN, NNP ∙ Nursing Education ∙ Uganda
[Volunteering] opened my eyes to new places. It has allowed 
me to use my critical thinking and teach my area of expertise. 
It has given me a new perspective about neonatal nursing 
clinically and professionally. 

Photo courtesy of James Snead
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News & Events
HVO 30TH ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM

The combination of advanced technology and 
improved communication has now enabled 
the development of new health care outreach 
capacity including telemedicine, electronic 
medical records, and rapid disease surveillance. 
Functioning health care systems are essential, 
however, for the world to fully realize the 
benefits of these recent advances. Health system 
strengthening, including the development of the 
global health workforce, is essential and has 
always been at the core of HVO’s mission. 

Speakers
There were a total of 7 sessions and 25 speakers. 

A goal outlined by the planning committee was 
a desire to include speakers from a variety of 
HVO partner institutions. Representatives from 
institutions in Bhutan, Cambodia, Haiti, Peru, 
Uganda, and Vietnam were invited. Complexities 
related to travel arrangements and visa approvals 
reduced the number of representatives able 
to attend. Nonetheless, those who attended 
represented a cross section of professionals who 
brought many years of experience and partnership 
with HVO. 

Other speakers represented a cross section of 
the larger HVO community: volunteers with 
overseas and leadership experience (including 

steering committee members and chairs, project 
directors, and board members), as well as staff 
from sponsoring associations, current and 
former staff, and speakers from the donor and 
international NGO community.

Themes
The program was organized into three thematic 

areas – celebration, collaboration and growth. In 
other words, time to reflect on accomplishments 
to date; time to focus on cross-cutting issues such 
as the ethical implications that must be considered 
when designing a volunteer-based project; and 
finally, a time to focus on future directions for 
the organization.

Celebrating a call to serve continued from page 1
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News & Events
HVO 30TH ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM

Celebration
HVO’s beginnings were modest but the 

enthusiasm within the US medical and health 
care professional community was strong. The 
HVO mission has always focused on education 
and the transfer of skills and knowledge, thereby 
assuring a long-term and enduring impact. Thus 
short-term volunteers could know that they 
were contributing to a longer term sustainable 
change at a site. This emphasis on supporting and 
strengthening the local infrastructure has always 
been one of HVO’s strongest marketing points. 

Over the years there have been ample 
opportunities to learn how to make projects 
stronger, how to better prepare and vet the 
prospective volunteer, and how to better meet 
the needs of HVO’s partner institutions. There 
were two sessions that focused on these lessons 
learned. Highlights included:

• The importance of a strong (and candid) 
feedback loop including the site, the 
volunteer and the project director;

• Confirmation of the importance 
of properly vetting and briefing 
the prospective volunteer and an 
acknowledgment that HVO might not 
be the right organization for everyone 
interested in volunteering;

• The critical role of clear and mutual 
communication in all aspects of project 
design, monitoring and evaluation;

• The central role of annual work plans to 
guide the recruitment and educational 
focus of volunteers;

• The acknowledgment that the impact 
of volunteers often extends beyond the 
traditional limits of the classroom – they 
serve as role models and change agents. A 
speaker noted the powerful impact of an 
experienced clinician indicating that he did 
not know the answer to a question being 
posed.

• The need for creativity in the delivery and 
evaluation of education in a cross cultural 
setting.

Julia Plotnick, RN, MPH, FAAN, RADM, USPHS(ret) & Judith Hembree, PT, PhD of the 2017 HVO Golden Apple 
honorees attended the Symposium, receiving recognition for their contributions

continued on page 10

https://hvousa.org/whoweare/goldenapple/honorees/
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Collaboration
Central to HVO’s model is the emphasis on 

partnerships and collaboration with a wide 
variety of organizations, associations, and 
institutions. These sessions focused on two cross-
cutting topics – medical ethics and partnerships 
in research and capacity building. 

The ethical considerations that must be 
addressed both on the individual volunteer level 
and on the organizational level are significant 
and challenging. Ethical considerations often are 
at the heart of decisions regarding the design or 
viability of a project. Individual volunteers on 
occasion find that they are faced with situations 
which require careful consideration of the 
ethical implications of taking/not taking action. 
Highlights from the two ethics sessions included:

• An overview of deadly sins of 
humanitarian medicine including failure 
to cooperate, lack of planning, going 
where one is not needed or wanted, failure 
to match technology to local needs and 
abilities, and leaving behind a mess.

• An overview of ethical best practices: 
develop local partnerships, work to 
eliminate barriers to care, be accountable, 
and inspire others.

A frequent request from partner institutions 
these days is for an introduction to basic research 
methods – from design of the research topic, data 
collection and analysis, statistical methodologies, 
all the way through to publication. Meeting this 
request challenges HVO to look at new ways of 
delivering content to sites as well as defining new 
volunteer models. Highlights from this session 
included:

• Acknowledgment that Ministries of 
Health and institutions are frequently not 
supportive of publishing data that might 
reflect poorly on them;

• An exploration of the possible roles for 
students; 

• A discussion about creating a mentoring 
role for experienced volunteers with 
research experience.

Growth
This symposium provided an excellent 

opportunity to look at future possibilities – new 
opportunities with our partner institutions as 
well as new programmatic directions. We were 
fortunate to have input from colleagues at some of 
HVO’s project sites who offered their perspectives 
on what challenges lie ahead. Another session 
addressed trends in global health and where 
HVO’s experience and skills can be applied.  
Highlights from these sessions included:

• The need for honest and open 
communication with partners to encourage 
feedback and expand project monitoring 
and evaluation;

• Specific global health trends that include: 
a shift in the global framework around 
rehabilitation so that it is viewed as a 
continuum in life, an increased awareness 
of the need for hospital administration and 
management skills, and an expansion in 
capacity building (through both knowledge 
management and capacity development, 
which changes performance);

News & Events
HVO 30TH ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM

Celebrating a call to serve continued from page 9
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Thank you to all who attended and supported the HVO 30th Anniversary Symposium!

• The importance of engaging younger 
generations of health workers, both in the 
US and abroad, to expand the global health 
community and develop future leaders.

As HVO moves into the next 30 years of 
transforming lives through education, keynote 
speakers Scott Jackson and Dr. Jody Olsen offered 
their thoughts. A critical question in development 
is, “Are people recognized equally?” The UN 
has moved beyond the Millennium Development 
Goals to those of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, which are far reaching and can only be 
achieved if all aspects of society are involved and 
incorporate these elements in their planning. Mr. 
Jackson noted that, although the international 
sector has been a small segment in philanthropy, 
it is the fastest growing segment in giving. 
Corporations now view volunteer opportunities 
as a significant means to effect change and 
maintain a positive corporate image. For the first 
time in history people are coming together to 
address global issues on such a broad scale.

Dr. Olsen emphasized that HVO is a vital part 
of that story of global change. Nearly 6,000 
volunteers have completed 10,846 assignments, 
which amounts to a value of donated time in 
excess of $94 million. That experience is a two-
way partnership as volunteers and colleagues 
abroad learn from the knowledge shared. 

Volunteers return home different – strengthened 
in their professional commitment, more flexible, 
and with an increased awareness of global 
issues. Volunteers may return unsure of how 
much they contributed, but she stressed that you 
can never know the impact your presence may 
have made on any one person. The strength of an 
organization such as HVO lies in the layering of 
experience and the sharing of stories. She urged 
everyone to share their experience, engage others 
(particularly students) in the conversation, and 
maintain ties with colleagues at the project site. 
Success is built over time, with one volunteer’s 
experience layering on another’s.

The symposium was well-received and 
participants departed with a renewed commitment 
to improve global health care through HVO’s 
work of transforming lives through education.
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…to the following 
individuals and companies 
who have so generously 
donated teaching materials, 
equipment, supplies and 
other support:

ADA Foundation
American Association of Nurse 
Anesthetists

American Society for Surgery 
of the Hand

American Society of Clinical 
Oncology

American Society of 
Hematology

Benik Corporation
Gary Berger, MD
Chesapeake Medical Products
Ron Estes, DDS
Fredericksburg Ambulatory 
Surgery Center 

Globus Medical
Google Ad Words
Medtronic
OHK Medical Devices, Inc.
Stryker Spine US

 …to the following donors 
for their generous financial 
support:

Mark Koh Jean Aan, MBBS, 
MRCP(UK)

Harrison Abry
Ruth Adamiec
Dorrit Ahbel, MD
Michele Ahearn
Kay Ahern, PT, CHT
Elaine Ahmad
Jaimo Ahn, MD, PhD
Katherine Akiba
American Academy of 
Dermatology

American Osteopathic 
Academy of Orthopedics

Gary Anderson, MD
Gay & Gish Anderson
Nancy Anderson, RN, MSN
Anonymous (8)
Brad Arnone
Jennifer Audette, PhD, PT
Christa Aylward
Rachel Babbitt
Asha Bajaj, DPT
Kala Baker
Charles Balch, MD, PhD, 
FACS

Vanessa Barbarisi
V. Ted Barnett, MD
Ted & Melza Barr
Eileen Barrett, MD, MPH, 
FACP

Alex Bart, MD
Shilpa Bathini
Judy Baum, PT, MSHA
Robert Baxt, MD
David Beauchamp, MD
Mike Bedient
Jeff Berger, MD, MBA
Roland Beverly, MD
Robert Blotter, MD
Charles Blitzer, MD
Carol Blum, MD
Yves Boudreau, MD
Todd Bourgeois, DPT
Edouard Bovy
Donna Breger Stanton, OTD, 
OTR/L, CHT

Peter Brett, MD
Barbara Brin
Maria Brinker
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation

Lilah Bross
Danni Brown, RN, MS
Steven Brown
F. Peter Buckley, MBBS, 
FRCA

Linda Bui
Janice Lynn Burger
Charity Burke Walters, MD
Miguel Cabanela, MD
Bruce Camitta, MD
Caroline Camunas, EdD, 
EdM, RN

Susan Carringer
Julia Chevan, PT, PhD, MPH, 
OCS

Chipotle Mexican Restaurant
Jeffrey Clark
Nikolay Clark
Sarah Clark
Seth Clark
Alain Claudel, PT, DPT, ECS
James Cobey, MD, MPH, 
FACS

Harvey Cohen, MD
Rob Courtney
Jay Cox, MD
Nancy Cox
Nicholas Cunningham, MD, 
DrPH

Nora Daly
Robert Davis

Marcia Dawood
Linda DeLamar, MSN, 
CRNA, CCRN

Dean DeLuke, DDS
Sharon DeMuth, DPT
Kamlesh Desai, MD
Manjit Dhillon, MD
Nicole Diperna
Chris Dobson, MD
Carin Dohlman
John Donovan, MD
Katherine Douglass
Elizabeth Downes, DNP, 
MPH, MSN, RN-C, FNP

John Drake, MD
Thierry & Christel Dubois
Hong Hai Nguyen DuBroff, 
RN, MHS, FNP

Justin Dudley, PT, DPT, 
SCS, EMT

Mary Dudley, CRNA, MS
Kathryn Duevel, MD, 
MHCDS

Colleen Dugan
John Durham, MD
Barbara Edwards
Amy Ehrhart, DPT
Selina Eich
Sue Eitel, BScPT, MAEd
Richard Ekstein
Brad Ellington, DO, FACEP
Denise English, PT
Carol Esterhai
John Esterhai, MD
Sylvia Estrada, DNP, MSN, 
MSHCM, WHNP-BC, 
CBCN, CCRP

Alex Etemad, MD
Marybeth Ezaki, MD
Jason Falvey, DPT
Adam Fenske

Kate Fincham
Matthew Fisher, DMD
Erin Fitzpatrick-Bjorn
Julie Foley
Elizabeth Fonken, SPT
David Frost, DDS, MS
Kenneth Gaines
Marshall Gallant, DMD
Nancy Gell, PT, MPH, PhD
James & Cherie Gerry
David Gibbs
Globus Medical, Inc.
L. Michael Glode, MD
Fred Gonzales
Barbara Good
Torrey Goodman, MD
Jeffrey Gordon, MSPT, 
DPT

Thomas Goretzky
Marc Gottschalk
Lawrence Grace
Heather Grant
Kyle Green
Laura Green
Sandra Green
Sharon Gross
Charles Gulas, PT, PhD, 
GCS

Michael Hagan
Jeanne Hardin-Gres, CRNA
Brian Harrington, MD
Mark Harris, MD
Norah Harvey, MD
Jack Hawkins
Arthur Hazlewood, DDS, 
MPH

Judith Hembree, PT, PhD
Andrea Heninger, CRNA
Richard Henker, PhD, RN, 
CRNA

Jan Henning, MBChB

Photo courtesy of Simon Gue
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William Hennrikus, MD
Corey Henry
Paul Henry, PhD
Lawrence Herman, DMD, 
MD

Brian Hollander, DMD
Carrie Horwitch, MD
Amy Houchen
M. Patricia Howson, MD
Randall Hudson, MD
Sara Hughes
Valeria Hutchinson, MSN, 
CRNA

Kamal Ibrahim, MD
Jeffrey Jacobs, MIM
Tineke Jacobsen, PT
Geraldine Jacobson, MD, 
MPH, MBA

Andrew James
David James
Emily James
Linda & John James
Harry Jergesen, MD
Eric Jimenez
Almeera Jiwa
Johnson & Johnson Family 
of Companies

Stephanie Jones, MD
Tim Jones, MD
Robert Kalb, MD
Andrew Kang
Linda Kaste, DDS, PhD
Katie Keema
Jonathan Keeve, MD
Jeff Kelderman
Julie Keller, MD
John Kelly, DMD, MD
Nancy Kelly, MHS
Nicholas Kelly
SJ Sunny Kim, MD
Cindy Kirby, PT
Guenther Knoblich, MD
Roy Korn, MD, MPH
Elizabeth Gopal Krishnan, 
MD

Kirsten Kristensen, PT, MS
Michael Krosin, MD
Cindy Ku
Viji Kurup, MD
John Lancaster
Christopher Lang, MD
Linda Langston
Dean 
MD, MPH

Alvin Larkins, MD
Russell & Karen Larsen, 
MD

Kalina Larson, SPT
Jeffrey Lazarus, MD
Jeanne Leffers, PhD, RN
Joanne Lehman
Cari Cole Lesiw
Zach Levine
Danielle Lieberman
Isador Lieberman, MD, MBA, 
FRCS

Suzanne Lindley
Mariel Little
Mark Litzow, MD
Tiffany Lowe
Gary Loyd, MD, MMM
Lorna Luketin, PT
Nancy Luther
John Eric Lutz, DDS
Andrew MacGregor
Beth MacNairn
Ian Macnairn
Todd Mailly, MD
Payam Majedi, MBBS
James Malewitz
Marcia Marston
Mary Ann Martinez
Camila Masias, MD
Karla Mather, MSN, RN, OCN
Mazor Robotics
Patricia McAdoo, PT
Carol McAnulty, CRNA
Boni McCarty
Anne McCormack, MD
Carol McFarland, PT
Genevieve McGowan, RN, 
MSN, CRNA

Geselle McKnight, CRNA, 
MSN

Josette McMichael, MD
Katie McMullen
Henry Romer McPhee
Gary Melnick & Diane Ring
Ricardo Mestres, MD
Ahou Meydani, MD
Lisa Milke
Misonix
John Mitchell, MD
Andrea Moody
Morris Family Fund
Stephanie Murphy, MPA, CPA
Robin Naden-Semba, CRNA, 
RN, MPH

Jerome Nasenbeny, MD
Kate Nellans, MD, MPH
Nicole Nelson
Michael Nidiffer, MD
Janet Nordstrom, PT
Enrico Novelli, MD

Megan Nutt, RN, MSN
NuVasive Spine Foundation
Mark Nystrom, MD
Ward Oakley, MD
Mary Oba
Jody Olsen, PhD, MSW
James O’Neill, MD
OrthoCarolina
Orthopaedic Research and 
Education Foundation

Kim & Ken Oszinski
Paul Padyk, MD
Isabella Palermo, RN, BSN, 
CCRN

Alison Palumbo, PharmD, 
MPH

George Pantely, MD
Margaret Park
Sylvia Parra, MD
John Payne, MD, MPH
Donald Pearson, MD
Celia Pechak, PT, PhD, 
MPH

PECO Foundation
Pediatric Orthopaedic 
Society of North America

James Pembroke
Donna Petersen, MHS, ScD
Darin Peterson
Ann Pflugrath, MD
Eugene Pflum, MD
Julia Plotnick, MPH, RN, 
FAAN

Danette Price, PT, MEd
Alanna Pruett
Susan Raber, PharmD, MPH
Mitra Rado, FNP-C, ARNP
Thomas Rado, MD, PhD
Neal Rakov, MD
Rey Ramirez, MD
Deanna Raw
John Rawles, MD
Edward Requenez, MD
Pamela Reynolds, PT, EdD
Nicole Rios
David Robie, MD
Maria Robinson, MD, MBA
Selma Rosenfield Josell, MD
Elizabeth Rothlauf, MS, RN, 
NP

David Rovinsky, MD
Anne Rovzar
Michael Rovzar, MD
Travis Rudd, DDS
Andrew Ruoff, MD
Sanjeev Sabharwal, MD, 
MPH

Marguerite Saith, MD
Alice Salzman, PT, EdD
Antoinette Sander, PT, 
DPT, MS, CLT-LANA

Gregory Sanderson
Gary Seiden, DDS
Isaiah & Janet Seligman
Curtis Settergren, MD
Ashleigh Shim
Kelley Silberberg
Miklos Simon, MD
Carla Smith, MD, PhD
Daniel Smith, MD, FACEP
Gilbert Smith
Marjorie Smith
Sherise Smith
Sally Snedden
Joan Sorich, BSN, MSN
Karen Souter, MBBS, 
FRCA

Claire Stach
Sheridan Staton
Steffany Steckel
Matthew Steffes, MD
William Stetson, MD
Jennifer Stevens-Lapsley, 
MPT, PhD

Steven Stoddard, MD
Margaret Stolpen, PT
Peter Strahler
Eileen Summers
Iva Sussman
Vidya Swaminathan, PhD, 
MS

James Taneyhill, DDS
Mordechai Tarlow, MD
Texas Back Institute
Rye Thompson
James Tielsch, PhD
Anne Tierney, CRNA, 
MSN

Bruce Toby, MD
John Tompkins, MD
Charles Toner, MD
Angelina Trujillo, MD
Laura Tyson
UBS
Rashida Ukani
United Way of the National 
Capital Area

Yvonne Vaucher, MD, 
MPH

Jean & Robert Volz
Lawrence & Kim Walker, 
MD

Shannon Walker
Dale Warner

Laochamroonvorapongse, 

Special Thanks
DONORS 
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A planned gift ensures that HVO will be able to continue to make important 
educational strides in the improvement of health care in 

resource-scarce countries.

When you write or review your will, please consider leaving HVO a 
charitable bequest as an investment in HVO’s future. To discuss 
making a bequest in your will or other charitable aspects of your estate 
planning, please contact Nancy Kelly at giving@hvousa.org. 

If you have already made a charitable bequest, please let us know. We would like the opportunity 
to express our gratitude and will honor all requests to remain anonymous.

Thank you to the following people who have made this commitment:
Anonymous (6)
Richard Coughlin, MD, MSc
Jay Cox, MD 
Nancy Cox
Kim Dunleavy, PhD, PT, OCS
Denise & Dennis English

Germaine Fritz, DO
Dr. & Mrs. David Frost
Leslie Glickman, PT, PhD, MEd, MGA
Elaine Goodall, PT, MEd
Nancy Kelly & Michael Hagan
Richard & Mary Kemme

Stephanie & Chris Murphy
Celia Pechak, PT, PhD, MPH
James Pembroke
Alfred Scherzer, MD, MS, EdD
Steven Stoddard, MD
Karen Pitts Stubenvoll, MD

Washington Printmakers 
Gallery

Ezzat Wassef, MD
Stephen Watkins, DO, MS
Howell Watson
Donald Webb, MD
James Weis, MD
James West, MD
Bruce Wheeler, MD
The Judith C. White 
Foundation

David Wiebe, MD
Troy Wiebler
Kaye Wilkins, MD
Joanne Willamson
Stephen Williamson, MD
Lora Willison
Brian Wilson

Sherron Wilson, RN
Richard Wise, MD
Felasfa Wodajo, MD
Wendi Wohltmann, MD, 
FAAD

Marcella Woiczik, MD
Larry Wolfe
Linda Wolff, MPT
Jed Wolpaw, MD, MMed
Marie-Noelle Wurm
Hansjӧrg Wyss
Meng Xiong
Jessica Youra
Kari Zagar, CNIM
Jocelyn Zarubi
Matthew Ziegler
Maureen Zutz

TRIBUTE GIFT
In honor of Dorrit Ahbel, MD
Elaine Ahmad

In honor of Christy Corona
Sylvia Estrada, DNP

In honor of Lena Dohlman, 
MD, MPH

Carin Dohlman

In honor of Michael Errico, 
MD

Jeffrey Kovner

In honor of Nayeem & 
Nabila Esmail

Almeera Jiwa
Kim & Ken Oszinski
Rashida Ukani

In honor of Marybeth 
Ezaki, MD

Barbara Brin

In honor of J. Michael 
Holloway, MD

Howell Watson

In honor of HVO Staff
Katherine Douglass

In honor of Victoria 
Seligman, MD

Isaiah & Janet Seligman

In honor of her parents
Vidya Swaminathan, PhD, 
MS

In honor of 
Larry Wolfe

John Lancaster

Special Thanks
DONORS & TRIBUTE GIFTS

Photo courtesy of Leila Srour

IN MEMORY OF...
In memory of June Brady 
Hyde, MD & George 
Hyde, MD

Ted & Melza Barr

In memory of Joe 
McGowan

Genevieve McGowan, 
RN, MSN, CRNA

In memory of Marlene 
Ellis Payne

John Payne, MD, MPH

In memory of Edward 
Rachlin, MD

Heather Grant

In memory of Harry Zutz, 
MD

Gary Melnick & Diane 
Ring

Photo courtesy of Pam Cole

https://hvousa.org/ways-to-give/hvo-legacy-circle/
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Please return this form to:

 

 Membership & Dona�on Form 
HVO has two categories of supporters – donors & members. Members are health care professionals who may 

volunteer. Donors come from all walks of life, sharing a commitment to improve global health through educa�on. 
All dona�ons and membership dues to HVO are tax-deduc�ble. 

 

Personal Informa�on (please print): 

Name/Degree: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: ______________ 

Country: ___________________________ Specialty (if applicable): _________________________ 

Tele: ______________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________________ 
  

Contribu�on Op�ons (check all that apply): 

 

 

Physicians & Den�sts ($150)  

BECOME A MEMBER  Nurses & Allied Health  Professionals ($70)  Those-in-Training ($40)
 

  
Method of Payment (check one):
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 VISA  MasterCard  Discover   American Express  
 

Card # ______________________________________ CVV____________ Exp Date ___________ 
(Note: Address above should be associated with this card) 

Signature (required): _____________________________________________________________ 

 

DONATE TO HVO’S 
GROW 30 MORE FUND
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 $1,000
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 $300

 
 

$100
 Other: _______
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